The Zoological Society of San Diego. "Adaptability in Species." Zoonooz. 4. no. 3 (1929): 4.

ZOONOOZ H 1929

4 | i
/ ——
| LITY IN SPECIES

cal garden one is reminded of the
the Indies; Oh Guest from out the
can be seen living contentedly side

In wandering through the. zoologl
old song beginning «Oh Pilgrim from

» for 1 of the enclosures ! .
bNort'h le fgielg:smfax'réin these antipodes. The strange thing about the sit-
y sic -

: : : . ate of San Diego creatures brought
uation is that 1n t-he.se?m—trgglcte}lileclilégszund b G L ily
from the hottesthtI 0;::18 \:eu el o nfort i coroaR
wel_l so far i I:_c aséi they frequently become reconciled to their captivity
nat{ve faﬁlla’ E-)lr p‘erhaps realizing that their chances for life if they did
22;15 avla)z;ulyd be very small in such diﬁ'ert?n.t surroundings, they adapt
themselves perfectly to their artificial conditions. |

This is perhaps best illustrated in the bear group. ’.T‘he- Kadiak
Bear from Alaska and the Polars from Norway representing the one
extreme, and the Malay Sun bears and the Hymalayan the other, are
just as healthy, comfortable and contented as the California Black bear
or the Cinnamon from our own latitude. This condition is of course
largely a matter of diet, the tropical animals being fattened a little to
ward off the cold and the diet of the northern animals being confined
more largely to what would be their natural summer feed in the wild
state, fruit/ and vegetables.

Much fé,lse pity is bestowed upon the Polars especially because the
public does not see large blocks of ice floating in their pool, nor is their
grotto equipped with a refrigerating plant to supply artificial cold. The
truth of the matter is that there is no animal which if properly handled
adjusts itself more quickly to the climatic changes than the polar bear.
The heat of the eastern summer does not interfere with their health in
the least and eastern zoos have been successful in breeding them for the
past few years. The zoos which have tried the use of ice and refrigerat-
ing plants have lost their bears during the first summer with pneumonia
or colds because becoming overheated in their pl-a.“-y they jump into icy
Watex: and are too suddenly chilled. Animals area' subject to the same
I‘Qa;C'tIOI_l-S that humans enjoy and it is common knowledge that a tepid
bath will reduce the temperature of the body more eff ectively than the
oql‘d shower which stimulates greater circulation of the blood. Hence
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