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Much false pity is besto.wed upon the Polars especially beca~se t~e 
public does not see large hloc~s o.f ice floating in their ~oo~, nor IS th~Ir 
grotto equipped with a refrigerating plant to supply artIfiCIal cold. The 
truth of the matter is that there is no animal which if properly handled 
adjusts itself more quickly to the dimaticchanges than the. polar be~r. 
The heat of the eastern summer does not interlere with theIT health In 
the least and eastffi'Il zoo,s have been successful in breeding them for the 
past few years. The zoos which have tried the use of ice and refrigerat­
ing plants have Ilosttheir bears during the fi~st summer with pneumonia 
or colds tbecau:;3e becoming overheated in their play they jump into. icy 
water and are too suddenly chilled. Animals are .subject to the same 
reactions that humans enjoy and it is common knowledge that a tepid 
bath will reduce the temperature of the body more effectively than the 
00ld shower which stimulates greater circulation "of the blood. Hence 
the pool of the temperature of the air is the best equipment for winter 
and summer. The polar bears spend as much time in the water in the 
winter as they do in the sum1mer and 'althou.gh it may send chills to- the 
marrow of your bones to see them splash into the pool on a morning 
when the temperature stands a"bout forty, they enjoy it just as much as 
they seem to when the heat makes you almost willing to try it with 
them. The only other bears which ever use the pool except fo'r drink­
ing purposes are the Kadiak and Hymalayan, the former spending much 
time just lying in the water. 

In addition to the careful feeding to as,sist in the climatic adjust­
ments! the b~ars themselves take care of this condition by extra heavy 
shedding durIng the late ,spring to prepare them fOT the heat of the 
summer. 


